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WHAT DO YOU WANT 
FOR YOUR KIDS?



WHAT DO WE WANT 
FOR OUR KIDS?

“…that (they) should no longer be children… 
but, may grow up in all things into Him who 

is the head – Christ.” Ephesians 4:14-15



Basic Premise

children

youth

adults

We want our kids 
to grow up

and go on for God!

The Church

The Home



The Church The Home

“…that we should no longer be 
children, tossed to and fro and 
carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the trickery of men, in 
the cunning craftiness of deceitful 
plotting, but, speaking the truth in 
love, may grow up in all things into 
Him who is the head—Christ—”  
Ephesians 4:14-15

“…bring them up in the 
training and admonition of the 
Lord.”
Ephesians 6:1-4



Both institutions must be 
committed to helping our 

children grow up into 
spiritual maturity so that 

they go on for God as adults. 
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adults

The Church

The Home



OUR KIDS ARE LEAVING THE CHURCH
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Why are they leaving?

Not grounded in 
Biblical truth

1

Not receiving consistent 
messages from 

influential adults

3

Not connected with 
other generations

4

2

No ownership in 
their local church



What to do about it?

Not grounded in 
Biblical Truth

1

Not receiving 
consistent messages

3

Not connected with 
other generations

42

No ownership in 
their local church
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Preach & Teach the 
Scripture (with Real-

Life Application)

Help Emerging 
Generations Build 
“Sweat Equity”…

Build Godly Adults 
Into the Lives of the 

Next Generations

Develop Growing 
Inter-Generational 

Connections

Help Your Children 
Learn & Apply the 

Scriptures 

Build Loyalty 
Toward the Local 

Church

Live Godly & 
Consistent Lives in 
Front of Your Kids

Help Your Children 
Connect with Other 

Godly Adults



practical, pro-active 
suggestions:



1. Mentoring in ministry – How is 
your church developing the next 
generation to serve the Lord?



2. Bible teaching curriculum –
What does a fully-devoted 
follower of Christ look like? What 
should fully-devoted Christ-
followers know, do, or believe in?



3. Inter-generational connections 
– How is your church developing 
intentional connections between 
adults & young people? How are 
all generations included in your 
church?



“Here’s the bottom line: every kid needs five adult 
fans. Any young person who shows any interest in 
Christ needs a minimum of five people of various 
ages who will say, ‘I’m going to love that kid until 
they are fully walking as an adult member of this 
congregation.’” 

By Dr. Chap Clark –
Decision 8.17.2004



4. “Sweat equity” – How is your 
church helping young people get 
actively involved in the ministries 
of your church?



5. Developing younger 
leaders – How is your church 
identifying & training the 
next generation of leaders?



6. Outreach to children & 
teenagers – What is your 
church doing to reach 
young people for Christ in 
your community?



7. Equipping parents & 
being “family friendly” –
How is your church training 
and helping parents & 
families?



8. Child protection policy –
Is your church a safe place for 
minors to attend – and do 
family’s feel confident about your 
children’s & youth ministry 
program?



9. Spiritual disciplines – How is 
your church assisting families in 
encouraging spiritual disciplines 
in the lives of people?



10. The church as a family – How is 
your church reaching out and 
ministering to the growing number 
of non-traditional families & 
households in your community?



When Barnabas came and saw God at 
work, he was glad, and encouraged 

them all that with purpose of heart they 
should go on for God. 

– Acts 11:23
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